Liver MRI Technique: Pulse Sequences and Contrast Agents.
Developments in magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) techniques have expanded the role of MRI in evaluating the liver. Although a single optimized protocol for standard hepatic MRI examination has not been established or agreed on, key elements to a successful exam are generally accepted. In determining the "best" protocol, one must first understand the numerous pulse sequences and contrast agents available to the technologist and how each contributes to the final interpretation by the radiologist. This article will attempt to review the most commonly used pulse sequences for imaging the liver, with comment on their uses, advantages, and limitations. The spectrum of contrast agents available for use in liver MRI will also be discussed.